
LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
SEC. 41.18.  SIDEWALKS, PEDESTRIAN SUBWAYS – LOITERING. 
  
   (a)   No person shall stand in or upon any street, sidewalk or other public way open for 
pedestrian travel or otherwise occupy any portion thereof in such a manner as to annoy or molest 
any pedestrian thereon or so as to obstruct or unreasonably interfere with the free passage of 
pedestrians.  
   
   (b)   No person shall loiter in any tunnel, pedestrian subway, or on any bridge overpass, or at or 
near the entrance thereto or exit therefrom, or at or near any abutment or retaining wall adjacent 
to such entrance or exit, or any retaining wall or abutment adjacent to any freeway, street or 
highway open and used for vehicular traffic, or adjacent to that portion thereof used for vehicular 
traffic, or on any public property in the proximity of such bridge, overpass, or retaining wall or 
abutment. 
  
   (c)   No person in or about any pedestrian subway, shall annoy or molest another or make any 
remark to or concerning another to the annoyance of such other person, and no person shall 
commit any nuisance in or about such subway. 
  
   (d)  No person shall sit, lie or sleep in or upon any street, sidewalk or other public way.* 
 
*A “narrowly tailored injunction” against the enforcement of this article was granted by the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in 2006: 
 
JONES VS. LOS ANGELES 
We do not suggest that Los Angeles adopt any particular social policy, plan, or law to care for the 
homeless. We do not desire to encroach on the legislative and executive functions reserved to the City 
Council and the Mayor of Los Angeles. There is obviously a “homeless problem” in the City of Los 
Angeles, which the City is free to address in any way that it sees fit, consistent with the constitutional 
principles we have articulated. By our decision, we in no way dictate to the City that it must provide 
sufficient shelter for the homeless, or allow anyone who wishes to sit, lie, or sleep on the streets of Los 
Angeles at any time and at any place within the City. All we hold is that, so long as there is a greater 
number of homeless individuals in Los Angeles than the number of available beds, the City may not 
enforce section 41.18(d) at all times and places throughout the City against homeless individuals for 
involuntarily sitting, lying, and sleeping in public. Appellants are entitled at a minimum to a narrowly 
tailored injunction against the City's enforcement of section 41.18(d) at certain times and/or places. 
 


